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The Principles for Creation and Procedures for Future Utilization
of the Black Sea Mnemiopsis leidyi and Beroe ovata Data Base
Introduction
This is a temporary intermediate version that will be replaced with a new version at mid 2011

The prototype of the Black Sea Mnemiopsis leidyi  Data Base has been developed in a framework of the EC Black Sea SCENE Project by the IMS METU (Turkey) and IBSS NASU (Ukraine). Considering the importance of such database for understanding changes in the Black Sea Environment, leading data holders from the Black Sea countries under the umbrella of the Permanent Secretariat of the Black Sea Commission (BSC/PS) on voluntarily basis agreed to create and maintain joint Black Sea Mnemiopsis leidyi  and Beroe ovata Data Base (ML-BO-DB) based on this prototype. 

Within the ML-BO-DB the similar data policy will be used as the Marine Biodiversity and Ecosystem Functioning EU Network of Excellence (MarBEF) uses (http://www.marbef.org/data/datapolicy.php).

The first guiding principle within this data policy is the principle of free and open access to data in a partnership approach. This is in line with data policy of other major organizations like the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (http://www.iode.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=51&Itemid=95), and with the Conference statement of the Ocean Biodiversity Informatics conference held in Hamburg, 29/11-1/12/2004 (http://www.vliz.be/events/obi/statement.php).

A second guiding principle is that the scientist or team generating the data should have an opportunity to have first publication of the data, and analysis based on them. This will normally imply a moratorium period, in which the originator of the data or data steward will have privileged or exclusive access to the data. The start of the moratorium period is the time that data were produced (e.g. laboratory analysis, species identifications), not when the samples were taken. The moratorium period is usually two years for scientific data, but can be longer for long term monitoring or time series. ML-BO-DB does not claim ownership of the data, only the participating institutes/organizations and/or the founder of the data collection will do this.

Principles and Procedures
1) The Individual Source of data (ISD) is identified as the Data Contributing Partner Institution (DCPI) or individual scientist. Individual scientists providing data on behalf of their institutions can be identified as sources of data if they are identified as such by their own institution. 

2) The recent (October 2009) list of DCPIs is as follows: 

Prof. Ahmet Kideys, BSC/PS                   
Dr. Lyudmila Kamburska and Kremena Stefanova, IO BAS, Bulgaria 
Dr. Tamara Shiganova, IO RAN, Russia
Dr. Erhan Mutlu, IMST-DEU, Turkey 
Dr. Levent Bat and  Zekiye Birinci Ozdemir, Sinop University, Faculty of Fisheries, Turkey

Dr. Melek Isinibilir, Istanbul University, Turkey 
Dr. Galina Finenko and Dr. Boris Anninsky, Zinaida Romanova, and Galina Abolmasova 
       IBSS NASU, Ukraine
Dr. Yesim Ak Orek IMS-METU, Turkey

Veselina Mihneva, IFR, Varna, Bulgaria.

The list will be updated in 2011 when the new participants provide their data
3) The Data Base Executive Committee of the ML-BO-DB is formed by the ISDs, Dr. Volodymyr Vladymyrov, and Volodymyr Myroshnychenko as the representatives of the data base development team. ML-BO-DB will be made available to all ISD in its entirety after a submission of all agreed ISD data sets by all ISDs.

4) ML-BO-DB will include proper and full acknowledgment of the Sources of data for all included data.

5) The ML-BO-DB will be updated and maintained under umbrella of BSC/PS by development team under the responsibility of V. Myroshnychenko. IBSS NASU will support the ML-BO-DB mirror site and a copy of the data backup under the responsibility of Dr. V. Vladymyrov. 

6) By 15 of March, 2011 each ISD will finalize providing  of a full set of its ML and BO metadata from the starting date of measurements till 1 December 2010. All metadata for measurements performed after January 2011 will be submitted to the ML-BO-DB development team during two months after the cruise/survey end and included in the database within two months after the submission.
7) All metadata will be freely available for any user through the ML-BO-DB web site. 

8) Each ISD will provide its ML and BO data older than 5 years (based on sampling date) to development team till 15 of March 2011 for including into ML-BO-DB.  Unless other is stated by ISD (e.g. data not published yet), the data older 5 years will be freely accessible at the ML-BO-DB web site. ISDs are encouraged to provide their data to ML-BO-DB with no access restriction applied. All submitted data will be included in ML-BO-DB within two months after the submission.
9) The further data submission will be organized on annual basis: data, which became older than 5 years, will be submitted to the ML-BO-DB development  team during first two months of year and included in the database within two month after the submission.

10) Templates for metadata and data submission are given in the Annex 1 and can also be downloaded from the ML-BO-DB web site.
11) Unless other is stated by ISD, the data younger than 5 years, transferred to the ML-BO-DB by this ISD, will remain the property of this ISD up to the end of 5 years restriction period and cannot be used by other ISD for any purpose (publication, report, presentation, creation of distribution maps, averaged data sets, etc.) without written permission of the data owner. Upon receiving of the permission, data can be used only with proper and full acknowledgment of the source of data. As a rule, the publications should be done in a co-authorship. 
12) Data loaded to the ML-BO-DB will be available for all scientific community under the data policy described in this document. Users of ML-BO-DB will be requested to acknowledge- the ML-BO-DB and ISD(s), which data are used by user for any purpose (publication, report, presentation, creation of distribution maps, averaged data sets, etc.).
13) Any changes to this document can be made only with the approval by the Data Base Executive Committee.

14) New ISD can be included in this agreement only at approval by the Data Base Executive Committee.

Signatures:

Dr. Ahmet Kideys, BSC/PS              
Dr. Lyudmila Kamburska and Kremena Stefanova, IO BAS, Bulgaria 
Dr. Tamara Shiganova, IO RAN, Russia
Dr. Erhan Mutlu, IMST-DEU, Turkey 
Dr. Levent Bat and Zekiye Birinci Ozdemir, Sinop University, Faculty of Fisheries, Turkey

Dr. Melek Isinibilir, Istanbul University, Turkey

Dr. Galina Finenko, IBSS NASU, Ukraine
Dr. Zinaida Romanova, IBSS NASU, Ukraine

Dr. Boris Anninsky, IBSS NASU, Ukraine

Dr. Galina Abolmasova, IBSS NASU, Ukraine

V. Myroshnychenko (DB development team)

Dr. V. Vladymyrov  (DB development team)

Veselina Mihneva, IFR, Varna, Bulgaria
Dr. Yesim Ak Orek  IMS-METU, Turkey

Istanbul, December 15, 2010
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Annex 1
Dataset description format
(example)

Dataset: Bilim,  1991  June


Research vessel: Bilim 

Organization: IMS METU

Project_Name: NATO TU-Black Sea and TUBITAK

Data: Mnemiopsis leidyi  biomass and abundance
Were other gelatinous measured or not: Yes (Beroe ovata, Aurelia aurita, Pleurobrachia pileus)
Number of samples: 68
Area of sampling: Turkish exclusive economic zone
Net type: Hensen net.

Mesh size: 300um.

Net mouth opening: 0.7m.

Sampling, analysis and processing methods: Hauls from 0-100 offshore stations, and from 0-depth 2 m above the bottom inshore (<200 m). Hauling speed: 1.5m/s. Samples were sorted out and freshly enumerated and weighed onboard with hand-balance. Sampling volume was estimated by multiplying the mouth area with the wire length.

Data originator: Dr. Erhan Mutlu.
Data provider: Dr. Erhan Mutlu.

Quality control: Dr. Erhan Mutlu.
Remarks and comments:

Metadata format (preferably to be delivered in the Excel file)
(example)
	Cruise
	Station
	Date
	Time
	Latitude
	Longitude
	Station sea depth
	Upper
sampling depth
	Lower 

sampling

depth
	Comment

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N00K12
	19.03.1995
	19:30
	43
	28.2
	100
	0
	40
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M30K13
	18.03.1995
	21:45
	42.5
	28.216667
	100
	0
	85
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M11K15
	18.03.1995
	19:00
	42.18333
	28.25
	100
	0
	92
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L56K17
	18.03.1995
	17:15
	41.93333
	28.283333
	100
	0
	60
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N00K30
	19.03.1995
	17:40
	43
	28.5
	100
	0
	90
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L59K35
	18.03.1995
	15:20
	41.98333
	28.583333
	100
	0
	95
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M30K42
	19.03.1995
	00:55
	42.5
	28.7
	100
	0
	190
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N14K44
	19.03.1995
	22:40
	43.23333
	28.733333
	100
	0
	90
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N00K45
	19.03.1995
	15:30
	43
	28.75
	100
	0
	190
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M04K53
	18.03.1995
	12:45
	42.06667
	28.883333
	100
	0
	170
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N28K57
	20.03.1995
	00:20
	43.46667
	28.95
	100
	0
	80
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	P03L05
	20.03.1995
	16:15
	44.05
	29.083333
	100
	0
	50
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	P17L06
	21.03.1995
	11:30
	44.28333
	29.1
	100
	0
	40
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L30L15
	18.03.1995
	02:20
	41.5
	29.25
	100
	0
	170
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L46L15
	18.03.1995
	05:20
	41.76667
	29.25
	100
	0
	130
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M10L15
	18.03.1995
	09:15
	42.16667
	29.25
	100
	0
	150
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M30L00
	19.03.1995
	03:05
	42.5
	29
	100
	0
	170
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M40L15
	19.03.1995
	07:00
	42.66667
	29.25
	100
	0
	150
	


Note: Please indicate in comments any important information such as weather conditions or sea state or details of sampling 

Data format (preferably to be delivered in the Excel file)

(example)

	Cruise
	Station
	Date
	Time
	Latitude
	Longitude
	Station sea depth
	Upper

sampling

 depth
	Lower 

sampling

depth
	ML biomass (mg-m3)
	ML abundance (ind-m3)
	BO biomass (mg-m3)
	BO abundance (ind-m3)
	Sigma 16.2 depth (optional)
	Wire

angle

(optional)
	Comment

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N00K12
	19.03.1995
	19:30
	43
	28.2
	100
	0
	40
	0.13
	0.03
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M30K13
	18.03.1995
	21:45
	42.5
	28.216667
	100
	0
	85
	0.76
	0.4
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M11K15
	18.03.1995
	19:00
	42.18333
	28.25
	100
	0
	92
	2.17
	0.88
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L56K17
	18.03.1995
	17:15
	41.93333
	28.283333
	100
	0
	60
	1.33
	0.92
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N00K30
	19.03.1995
	17:40
	43
	28.5
	100
	0
	90
	1.5
	0.4
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L59K35
	18.03.1995
	15:20
	41.98333
	28.583333
	100
	0
	95
	1.68
	0.71
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M30K42
	19.03.1995
	00:55
	42.5
	28.7
	100
	0
	190
	0.87
	0.14
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N14K44
	19.03.1995
	22:40
	43.23333
	28.733333
	100
	0
	90
	0.17
	0.14
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N00K45
	19.03.1995
	15:30
	43
	28.75
	100
	0
	190
	1.76
	0.53
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M04K53
	18.03.1995
	12:45
	42.06667
	28.883333
	100
	0
	170
	1.35
	0.58
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	N28K57
	20.03.1995
	00:20
	43.46667
	28.95
	100
	0
	80
	2.63
	2.18
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	P03L05
	20.03.1995
	16:15
	44.05
	29.083333
	100
	0
	50
	0.6
	0.18
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	P17L06
	21.03.1995
	11:30
	44.28333
	29.1
	100
	0
	40
	0.08
	0.03
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L30L15
	18.03.1995
	02:20
	41.5
	29.25
	100
	0
	170
	1.76
	0.41
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	L46L15
	18.03.1995
	05:20
	41.76667
	29.25
	100
	0
	130
	1.42
	0.34
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M10L15
	18.03.1995
	09:15
	42.16667
	29.25
	100
	0
	150
	1.23
	0.33
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M30L00
	19.03.1995
	03:05
	42.5
	29
	100
	0
	170
	2.24
	0.65
	1
	1
	
	
	

	Bilim,  1995  March
	M40L15
	19.03.1995
	07:00
	42.66667
	29.25
	100
	0
	150
	0.8
	0.15
	1
	1
	
	
	


Notes:
1) Including data on other gelatinous is encouraged.

2) Please indicate in comments any important information such as weather conditions or sea state or details of sampling.

